
 
 
 

 

 

Our Foundational  
Documents 

At Blackhawk Ministries, we value integrity, transparency, and excellence in how 
we operate according to God's plan for His Church as discovered in His Word. 

Our church is built on this premise and is captured in the form of three 
foundational documents: Statement of Faith, Leadership Essentials, Constitution 
and Bylaws. In addition, our elders maintain a Resource Library that supports 

and provides further resources to our foundational documents. Our hope is that 
these resources help you discover who we are as a Church and support your 

journey of becoming a disciple of Jesus that makes disciples. 

 



 
 
 

Statement of Faith 
Our Statement of Faith is a summary of key biblical truths that unify us in our beliefs concerning our faith in Jesus 
Christ. At Blackhawk Ministries, believers align with these essentials to be members of our church family. We hold to 
these essentials out of commitment to the glory of God, our love for Jesus, and an earnest desire to be driven by the 
Gospel in all we do. Scripture displays frequency and harmony on each of these truths; this document includes 
several Scripture references to assist in exploring these core essentials of faith. 

The Authority of Scripture 

 We believe that the Bible is the inspired, complete, authoritative Word of God. It is totally true and trustworthy 
and therefore our lives are to be governed by its contents. 

Scripture References: 2 Timothy 3:16-17; John 1:1-4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2; Psalms 19:7-10; 
Matthew 5:17-19; Luke 6:46-49; Hebrews 4:12; 2 Peter 1:19-21; Revelation 22:18-19 

The Deity of Christ 

 We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal God who entered humanity through the virgin birth and lived a sinless 
life. He died to pay the price for the sins of the world and rose from the dead to conquer death. 

Scripture References: John 3:16-18; Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 1:18,23-25; Romans 5:8-9; 1 
Corinthians 15:3-4,13-21; 1 Peter 1:18-21; 1 John 1:7; 3:5; Mark 10:45 

The Sinfulness of Humanity 

 We believe that although lovingly created by God in His image, all people sin and fall short of God’s holy 
standard. Left to ourselves, we are destined to eternal separation from God. 

Scripture References: Romans 3:23; Acts 17:24-31; Genesis 1:26-30; Psalm 1:1-6; Isaiah 59:2; 
Jeremiah 17:5,9; Romans 1:19-32; 3:10-18; John 3: 19-21; 1 John 1:7-9; Jude 4 

Salvation by Grace through Faith in Christ 

 We believe salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Trusting in Jesus’ death and resurrection is the 
only way we can be forgiven of our sin and live in a right relationship with God. 

Scripture References: Ephesians 2:8-10; John 14:6; Matthew 7:24-27; John 10:27-30; Romans 
10:9, 12:1-2; Galatians 2:20-21; 1 John 5:11-13 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%203.16-17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.1-4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%204.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2019.7-10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%205.17-19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%206.46-49
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%204.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%201.19-21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2022.18-19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16-18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%202.5-11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%201.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%201.23-25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%205.8-9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2015.3-4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2015.3-4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%2015.13-21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.18-21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%201.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%203.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2010.45
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%203.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2017.24-31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201.26-30
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%201.1-6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2059.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2017.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jeremiah%2017.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.19-32
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.%2019-21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%201.7-9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jude%204
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.8-10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%207.24-27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.27-30
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2010.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2010.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%2012.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%202.20-21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%205.11-13
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The Role of the Holy Spirit 

 We believe that the Holy Spirit of God shows us our need for repentance and upon salvation, indwells and 
equips us with spiritual gifts and the power to follow Jesus, grow as God’s children, and make disciples. 

Scripture References: Romans 8:9-38; John 16:7-15; Galatians 5:16-25; Acts 1:8; Ephesians 1: 
13-14; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; 2 Corinthians 3:18; 1 John 4:13 

The Nature of God – The Trinity 

 We believe that there is one God who exists in three eternal persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Spirit. He is the Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer, and Ruler of the universe and all it contains. 

Scripture References: Romans 15:15-16; John 17:1-8; Genesis 1:1-4; Psalm 19:1-3; Isaiah 
45:18; Matthew 28:19; John 1:1-5; 2 Corinthians 13:14; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 

The Resurrection of Christ 

 We believe the literal, bodily resurrection of Jesus is the foundation of our faith. Following His resurrection, 
Jesus ascended to Heaven and will return someday to make all things new. 

Scripture References: Luke 24:1-7; John 11:25-26; Acts 1:8-11; Romans 6:8-12; 1 Corinthians 
15:3-8, 1 Corinthians 15:13-21; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14; Revelation 21:1-5 

The Church 

 We believe that the Church is the body of Christ comprised of all believers worldwide, bound together by 
common faith in Christ alone for salvation. 
1. We believe that following salvation, we are called to demonstrate our identity in Christ through baptism by 

immersion and our remembrance of Christ through participation in communion. 
2. We believe the Church is called to make disciples through relational community until Jesus returns to 

receive His Church, both living and dead, to be with Him as He reigns for all eternity. 

Scripture References: Ephesians 4:11-16; Matthew 28:19-20; Luke 22:7-20; 1 Corinthians 11:17-
34; Acts 8:36-38; Galatians 3:26-27; Ephesians 4:4-6; Romans 6:3-4; John 14:3; 1 
Thessalonians 4:15-18; Hebrews 10:24-25; Revelation 7:9, 11:15 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.9-38
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2016.7-15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%205.16-25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%201.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.%2013-14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.%2013-14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.4-11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%203.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%204.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2015.15-16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2017.1-8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201.1-4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2019.1-3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2045.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2045.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2028.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.1-5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%2013.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Thess%202.13-14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2024.1-7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.25-26
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%201.8-11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.8-12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2015.3-8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2015.3-8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2015.13-21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%204.13-14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2021.1-5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.11-16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2028.19-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2022.7-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2011.17-34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2011.17-34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%208.36-38
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%203.26-27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.4-6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.3-4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%204.15-18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%204.15-18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2010.24-25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%207.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Revelation%2011.15


 
 
 

Leadership Essentials 
Our Leadership Essentials are built on the foundation of our Statement of Faith. These essentials give an overview of 
beliefs and doctrines which members of the Blackhawk family may have differing views; however, we commit to a 
unified stance in order to remain undivided (1 Corinthians 1:10). For the sake of that unity at Blackhawk Ministries, 
elders, deacons, pastors, staff members, and believers desiring leadership roles must commit to teach and lead in a 
way that honors these unified stances. Further teaching and resources on these topics, plus many more, can be found 
in our Resource Library. 

The following Leadership Essentials are in alphabetic order for ease of use. 

BAPTISM 
We believe Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water (Acts 8:39) in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit. Baptism is a symbol of salvation, not the means of salvation. Salvation occurs by grace through 
faith in Christ alone (Ephesians 2:8-9). Baptism is an act of obedience that follows salvation. It symbolizes the 
believer's faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Savior, the believer's death to sin, the burial of the old life, and the 
resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ Jesus. Baptism is the outward expression of the inward miracle. It is a 
visible, tangible, physical expression of what happens inside us spiritually. Our baptism is a testimony to be seen by 
others as it pictures and proclaims the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. 

We believe Christians should be baptized because Jesus Himself was baptized. He commanded it as an ordinance 
that has been followed since the institution of the church immediately following one’s trusting in Christ. Baptism 
symbolizes our being “put into” God’s family, and it bears witness to others of the essence of our faith. John the 
Baptist proclaimed the Gospel and baptized those who repented of their sin, desired to make right their relationship 
with God, and awaited the coming Messiah  The baptism of Jesus is recorded in each Gospel (Matthew 3:1-17, Mark 
1:1-11, Luke 3:1-22, John 1:19-34). Jesus was baptized as a symbol of denying His will, submitting to His Father, and 
marking the beginning of His earthly ministry. When Jesus came up out of the water, John saw the Spirit of God 
descend like a dove upon Jesus and everyone in attendance heard God's voice from heaven say, "This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased". 

Following in the footsteps of Jesus, a believer is ready and called to be baptized when he/she: 

 Believes Jesus is the Son of God and has received Him as Savior. 
 Is ready to live fully surrendered to Jesus and proclaim that trust to the world. 

Scripture References: Matthew 28:18-20; Romans 6:1-4; Acts 2:38-41; 8:26-40 

See also: Additional Scripture references and further resources in our Resource Library 

CIVIL GOVERNMENT 
We believe civil government is established by God and that Christians are to be active and loyal citizens. Every ruling 
authority that exists has been established by God (Romans 13:1–2). Those in authority are described as “the 
servant[s] of God” and “ministers of God.” Those who reject governmental authority reject God’s authority. Those in 
power hold their power because of God (John 19:10–11) and can be removed by God (Daniel 2:21). 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%201.10
https://blackhawkministries.org/our-foundational-documents/resource-library/
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%208.39
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.8-9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%203.1-17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%201.1-11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%201.1-11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%203.1-22
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.19-34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2028.18-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.1-4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.38-41
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%208.26-40
https://blackhawkministries.org/our-foundational-documents/resource-library/
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2013.1%E2%80%932
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.10%E2%80%9311
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan%202.21
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We believe that ruling authority and government is to be exercised for the good of people and that Christians are to 
obey all laws. We believe that Christians are responsible to pray for our rulers, to honor them, and to obey them. We 
believe that when we are confronted with a clear conflict between government and God, our obedience must first 
and always be to God. 

Scripture References: Mark 12:17; Acts 5:27-29; Romans 12:18; 13:1-6; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; Titus 
3:1; 1 Peter 2:13-14, 17 

See also: Additional Scripture references and further resources in our Resource Library 

COMMUNION 
We believe that communion, or the Lord’s Supper, is one of the two ordinances Jesus called His church to participate 
in as we follow His example. Jesus Himself instituted communion and, just like He did with His own baptism, 
modeled it for us to follow onward until His return. Our church will regularly participate in communion in our 
remembrance of Christ’s sacrifice. 

Communion is a symbolic act of obedience whereby members of the church, through partaking of the bread and the 
fruit of the vine, memorialize the death of the Redeemer and anticipate His second coming. It is a memorial, a new 
covenant, and a proclamation. We believe communion is for God’s family who understand the concepts of sin and 
salvation and have accepted Christ. For those not fitting this description, we believe communion is a teaching 
opportunity to explain the concepts of sin and salvation, and our need for Jesus. 

As we participate in communion, we proclaim Jesus' death and sacrifice and His coming return. We demonstrate our 
remembrance of Him as the means of salvation and our identity in Christ as we follow His command to “Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

Scripture References: Matthew 26:26-28; Luke 22:7-20; Acts 2:42-47; 1 Corinthians 10:16, 
11:17-34 

See also: Additional Scripture references and further resources in our Resource Library 

CREATION 
We believe that understanding God’s ability and desire to purposefully create the universe and all it contains sets the 
stage for the story of humanity that follows creation. If creation was an accident, it devalues the Bible and the 
message of God’s redemption. We believe that creation occurred in an intentional, purpose-filled manner by an 
intelligent, all-powerful Creator as seen clearly in the first verse of the Bible, Genesis 1:1. 

We believe that God exists in three persons before the formation of the world. His character and Word pre-exist the 
world and will outlive the world. Whenever science and scripture appear to conflict, we believe science ultimately 
supports and surrenders to the Word of God. We believe the words of Genesis are to be taken literally as a historical 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2012.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%205.27-29
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%2013.1-6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim%202.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%203.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%203.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.13-14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Peter%202.17
https://blackhawkministries.org/our-foundational-documents/resource-library/
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2026.26-28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2022.7-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.42-47
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2010.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%2011.17-34
https://blackhawkministries.org/our-foundational-documents/resource-library/
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201.1
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documentation of literal events. As the Bible references morning and evening, we believe God lovingly and 
thoughtfully created the world in six literal days, resting on the seventh (Genesis 1:5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31; 2:1-2). Animals 
were created according to their kind, not through evolution, and humans were intentionally and lovingly created in 
the image of God through Adam and Eve. People, animals, and plant life were created in mature states and were not 
the product of evolution over many millennia. Humankind as created shares no common ancestry with any other 
species (Genesis 1:24-27). 

At the time of creation, sin did not exist on the earth. Adam and Eve voluntarily committed the first earthly sin and 
caused the fall of all mankind. That fall created separation from God. Because of that separation, humanity is inclined 
to evil and condemned to death and eternity without God (Genesis 3:1-19). All of creation and nature testify to God’s 
eternal power and divine nature (Romans 1:20). This creation account sets up the need for the Good News of Jesus 
Christ who is the only way to resolve the separation resulting from sin. 

Scripture References: Genesis 1:1-2:25; Romans 1:18-25; Hebrews 11:1-3 

See also: Additional Scripture references and further resources in our Resource Library 

END TIMES AND ETERNITY: 
We believe there will be a literal return of Christ and a Judgment Day. We believe that Jesus is coming again to claim 
His Church and will one day return with His Church to establish His earthly kingdom in what will be called the 
millennial reign. God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the world to its appropriate end. According to 
His promise, Jesus Christ will return personally and visibly in glory to the earth, the dead will be raised, and Christ will 
judge all men in righteousness. The unrighteous will be consigned to hell, the place of eternal separation from God. 
The righteous in their resurrected and glorified bodies will receive their reward and will dwell forever with the Lord in 
a new heaven and a new earth where sin, death, and tribulation will be no more. 

Within our body we have individuals with differing views on the timing and order of specific events detailed above. 
Blackhawk has  historically  taught a pre-tribulation rapture and a pre-millenial return of Christ.  Other well respected 
believers that we will see in heaven would note  the same events as occurring in a different order and could be 
identified as being amillennial, post-millennial, or various other names with differing views. How and when these 
events will happen has long been a source of great debate. We believe the details are in God’s hands and this is not a 
salvation issue. 

Scripture References: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; James 5:8; Matthew 16:27; John 14:1-3; Acts 
1:11; 17:31; Revelation 20:15 

See also: Additional Scripture references and further resources in our Resource Library 

ETERNAL SECURITY: 
We believe that salvation is held secure by God himself. All true believers whom God has accepted in Christ, and 
sanctified by His Spirit, will never fall away from their standing with God. Believers can and will fall into sin but will 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%201.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%201.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%201.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%201.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%201.31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%202.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201.24-27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%203.1-19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201.1-2.25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.18-25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2011.1-3
https://blackhawkministries.org/our-foundational-documents/resource-library/
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%204.13-18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%205.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2016.27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.1-3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%201.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%201.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2017.31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2020.15
https://blackhawkministries.org/our-foundational-documents/resource-library/
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be kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation. God alone is sovereign over the biblical concepts of 
election and the free agency of man according to His purpose. He alone can regenerate, justify, sanctify, and glorify 
sinners as saints that become a part of His family. 

We believe that salvation is eternally secure because of Jesus Christ and the seal of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13-
14). Once true salvation through Jesus is received, nothing can take it away (John 10:27-29). We encourage everyone 
to grow in Christ as we are not the judge of anyone’s salvation. The many varying perspectives about eternal security 
and the combination of God’s sovereignty and man’s free will can co-exist when the focus becomes the mission that 
Christ gave to His Church: make disciples that make disciples. 

Scripture References: Ephesians 1:13-14; John 10:27-29; Romans 8:28-39 

See also: Additional Scripture references and further resources in our Resource Library 

GRACE AND THE GOSPEL 
We believe that salvation is by grace through faith alone (Ephesians 2:8-9) and the Gospel (Good News) is our 
greatest hope. This should inform not only how we come to faith in Christ, but also how we live for and follow Christ 
every day thereafter. 

Grace is defined as the "unmerited divine assistance given to humans for their regeneration or sanctification." We believe 
that our salvation is based only on the completed work of Jesus Christ through his death on the cross and his 
resurrection from the dead as a ransom to pay for the sins of the world. In our humanity, we can get confused that 
working out our salvation requires grace + something else. When we slip into this trap, we are prone to fall into 
legalism, pride, judgment of others, and/or self-condemnation. 

The Gospel (lit. "good news") is the story of how grace was made available to us through the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. We believe that this good news is what makes our salvation possible.  We remind 
ourselves of the truth of the Gospel to avoid the trap of trying to find acceptance by God through obedience to God. 
Scripture teaches that left to our sinful  selves that we would never seek God on our own. The Holy Spirit draws us 
to and enlightens us to  the truth of the Gospel. The Gospel reminds us that while we are engaged in a lifelong 
process of sanctification (becoming more like Christ), there is nothing we can do to become more loved by Christ. 

Scripture References: Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7; 2 Corinthians 12:8-9; Romans 
1:16; 3:23-24; 5:15; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; Colossians 1:23; 2 Corinthians 3:18; John 1:17; 
Matthew 11:28; 1 John 2:2; 2 Peter 2:1; Romans 3:11; John 6:44; 1 Peter 2:9 ; Ephesians 1:4-9 

See also: Additional Scripture references and further resources in our Resource Library 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.13-14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.13-14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.27-29
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.13-14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.27-29
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.28-39
https://blackhawkministries.org/our-foundational-documents/resource-library/
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.8-9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.8-9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%202.11-14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%203.4-7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%2012.8-9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%203.23-24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%205.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2015.1-4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%201.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%203.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2011.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%202.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%202.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%203.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%206.44
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.4-9
https://blackhawkministries.org/our-foundational-documents/resource-library/
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MARRIAGE, GENDER, AND SEXUALITY 
We believe that God is the author of human life, gender, sexuality, and marriage. Our current culture has made these 
topics divisive and our unified stance on them comes from God’s own definitions found in His Word. This gives us a 
unified position from which to teach and lead, and we also underscore the need to communicate our position in love 
as Jesus would have us to do. 

Marriage is an institution ordained by God and prescribed by Scripture to be a monogamous relationship between 
one man and one woman, physically created in these respective genders by God. We believe God designed marriage 
to be a relationship established before Himself and man to propagate the human race. He also intends for marriage to 
express healthy relational and sexual intimacy and to picture the covenant relationship He has with all genuine 
believers. 

Divorce is something God hates because He designed marriage to be a permanent covenant characterized by purity. 
He never initiates divorce or encourages it, but because sin has marred God’s original design and hardened the hearts 
of people, God has permitted divorce in certain circumstances. Adultery breaks the purity and the one-flesh 
relationship and is grounds on which divorce may be initiated biblically. Even in the case of adultery, God’s plan is 
forgiveness and restoration. 

Gender is assigned by God and determined at conception. God creates men and women in His image as two distinct 
but equal genders. Therefore, we believe that to intentionally alter or change one’s physical gender or to live as a 
gender other than the one assigned at conception is to reject God’s prerogative as Creator to assign gender to His 
creatures. 

Sexuality is part of God’s divine design for human beings. The Bible clearly prohibits not only non-consensual sexual 
misconduct, but also any consensual sexual activity outside the boundaries of heterosexual marriage. Furthermore, 
the Bible specifically names as sinful and prohibits any form of sexual activity between persons of the same gender. 

We acknowledge that we live in a world broken by sin and are called to speak the truth in love with those who may 
disagree with us. We desire to do so in ways that honor God and point those who disagree with us to Him. We 
believe every person must be treated with love, respect and compassion, and we are committed to living out our 
commitments to these biblical standards with grace and humility. 

Scripture References: Genesis 1:27-28; 2:18-25; Psalm 139:13-16; 1 Corinthians 7:1-5, 10-13; 
Hebrews 13:4; Deuteronomy 22:25-27; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; Romans 1:26-27; Matthew 19:4-9 

See also: Additional Scripture references and further resources in our Resource Library 

PRIESTHOOD OF EVERY BELIEVER 
We believe church is a team sport where everyone plays. We believe it is essential that every believer who calls 
Blackhawk home understands that he/she is responsible for the work of ministry. We are called and equipped to be 
“priests” or ministers of the Gospel wherever and whenever (2 Corinthians 5:14-21). Our church leadership views our 
calling to be “equipping the saints for the work of ministry” (Ephesians 4:1-32). 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201.27-28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%202.18-25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20139.13-16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%207.1-5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%207.10-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2013.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2022.25-27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%204.1-8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.26-27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2019.4-9
https://blackhawkministries.org/our-foundational-documents/resource-library/
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%205.14-21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.1-32
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The Bible teaches that every Christian is called to “full-time” Christian service, including our vocation. Being a disciple 
of Christ is a 24/7 commitment that includes the integration of our work and our faith. 

We practice the truth that every believer is a minister by encouraging every member of our body to find a place of 
service and ministry (1 Corinthians 12:1-31). Every believer has direct access to God through Bible reading/study, 
prayer, and the indwelling/leading/gifting of the Holy Spirit. Every Christian is to be a disciple who makes disciples, 
developing relational environments in which we share our faith with those around us by word and by action. 

Scripture References: 1 Peter 2:5-10; Romans 12:4-5; 1 Corinthians 12:1-31; Ephesians 4:11-
16; Revelation 1:5-6 

See also: Additional Scripture references and further resources in our Resource Library 

SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE 
We believe that God values all human life at its beginning, middle and end. God demonstrated this high value in that 
He sent Jesus to become the provider of a way to have eternal life through His own humanity, death, and 
resurrection. God alone is the authority on life and death. The Bible is a book about life and death. Jesus, through His 
death and conquering of it through the resurrection, is the sole source of life, both temporal and eternal. As such, at 
Blackhawk Ministries we believe: 

 Followers of Jesus are ethically obligated to protect, preserve, and promote the sanctity of human life. 
 God’s commands stand against the abortion or termination of an unborn child at any stage of development. 
 When dealing with areas of uncertainty and ethical dilemmas, we should take the safest possible course to 

promote and preserve life. 
 The Bible consistently depicts fetal life as both personal and human, therefore our responses to issues related to 

contraception, harvesting of embryonic stem cells, and aborticides should be governed accordingly (Psalm 139:1-
24). 

 We must oppose suicide and all forms of euthanasia on the grounds that God is the source of human life and 
authority on life’s end (Psalm 139:1-24). 

 Scientific advances have raised significant ethical questions concerning the indefinite prolongation of life through 
medical support systems. These questions and each unique circumstance must be handled individually by the 
family of those suffering. In general, we believe that although Christians should sustain life where possible, we 
are not obligated to prolong the process of dying as God so determines. 

Scripture References: Genesis 1:26-31; 2:7; Psalm 139:1-24; Jeremiah 1:5; 1 Corinthians 6:19-
20 

See also: Additional Scripture references and further resources in our Resource Library 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.1-31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.5-10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.4-5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.1-31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.11-16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.11-16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%201.5-6
https://blackhawkministries.org/our-foundational-documents/resource-library/
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20139.1-24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20139.1-24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20139.1-24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201.26-31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%202.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20139.1-24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%201.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%206.19-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%206.19-20
https://blackhawkministries.org/our-foundational-documents/resource-library/
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SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
We believe God has chosen the local church as His avenue for influencing and lighting the world with the Gospel. In 
order to accomplish this, believers have been given spiritual gifts that are to be used to advance the cause of Christ 
and expand His Kingdom. The church’s effectiveness is directly impacted by its members using or not using these 
God-given gifts. 

We believe that God gives these special gifts to each and every believer at the time they accept Christ as Lord and 
Savior (1 Corinthians 12:1-31). These gifts are given for the advancement, effectiveness, and efficiency of the body of 
Christ and not for an individual’s personal benefit. They are distributed by God according to His design and purpose 
and are to be embraced and used to serve others. God gives the exact ones to whom he desires, as he desires. Since 
they are powered by the Spirit of God and not by our human efforts, spiritual results are the outcome. 

Few topics within the global church have become more divisive than the differing beliefs about what are often 
referred to as the supernatural sign gifts of tongues (languages), healing/miracles, and prophecy. In New Testament 
times, these gifts served to validate the ministry of the apostles. While Blackhawk has historically ascribed to the 
view that these sign gifts ceased with the end of the Apostolic Age, we also acknowledge that God can and does do 
the miraculous as He so chooses. 

In light of this subject not being an issue related to salvation and for the sake of unity within Blackhawk Ministries: 

 We fully recognize that God’s ways are not our ways. We will not allow the mysterious elements of God’s plan to 
cause us to attempt to limit what God does at Blackhawk. 

 We will not allow any teaching or expression of the sign gifts to become disruptive within our body. 
 We acknowledge gifts are for the common good of the body and therefore these gifts and the affirmation or 

denial of them will not be allowed to be a source of dissension within Blackhawk. 

Scripture References: 1 Corinthians 1:10; 12, 13, 14; Romans 12:1-13; Ephesians 4:11-16; 1 
Peter 4:10-11; Galatians 5:13-15 

See also: Additional Scripture references and further resources in our Resource Library 

SPIRITUAL MATURITY 
We believe that salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ results in transformed lives that shine the light of the 
Gospel through obedience to Him. This means that all believers are growing and maturing as they continually 
transform in Christlikeness. All believers are at different levels of maturity as we all grow and experience God's 
transformation. Paul’s writings point to the fruit that a believer’s life will bear with the overflowing of God’s salvation 
and transformation (Ephesians 2:8-10). 

We believe that biblical sanctification has three aspects: 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.1-31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%201.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%201.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%201.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%201.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.1-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.11-16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%204.10-11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%204.10-11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%205.13-15
https://blackhawkministries.org/our-foundational-documents/resource-library/
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.8-10
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 The believer is set apart positionally before God the moment he/she believes (1 Corinthians 1:23-25). This is 
known as "Justification" and it is binary; it is "yes/no" or "justified/not justified", similar to the way a light switch 
is either on or off. 

 The believer is set apart progressively in his/her daily walk as he/she grows in grace (John 17:17-19; 1 
Thessalonians 4:38). This is known as "Sanctification" and it is a continuum of growth, more like a dimmer switch. 

 The believer is set apart from the very presence of sin when sanctification is fully completed at the coming of 
Christ for His Church (John 3:5-7). 

Faith in Jesus will result in the overflow of good works (James 2:14-20). We believe authentic Christianity results in 
not just talking about what Jesus said but walking as Jesus demonstrated for us (1 John 2:6). Spiritually, as is the case 
physically, believers begin as infants and grow in their maturity to become adults/parents (disciples who make 
disciples). As growing believers become leaders at Blackhawk, we believe our church leadership should embody the 
following: 

 Commitment to Jesus and His Church 
 Character and conduct that honors Christ 
 Engagement in reading, studying, and reflecting on God's Word 
 Personal purity, self-discipline, and accountability in regards to digital media and technology 
 Compassion for people 
 Calling by God into leadership to support our church's vision 

Scripture References: 1 Corinthians 1:23-25; Ephesians 1:1; 2:8-10; James 2:14-20; Ephesians 
4:11-16; Hebrews 5:12-14; 13:17;  1 Timothy 3:1-13; 5:22; 1 Samuel 13:14; Titus 1:5-9; 
Colossians 1:28-29; Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:2-4 

See also: Additional Scripture references and further resources in our Resource Library 

STEWARDSHIP AND GENEROSITY 
We believe God is the source of all blessings, temporal and spiritual. Everything that we have and are, we owe to 
Him. Christians have a spiritual responsibility to manage the blessings of God as a part of our trusteeship in the 
Gospel. The Bible outlines clearly the compelling call for followers of Jesus to serve Him with their time, talents, and 
treasures (material possessions), recognizing that all of these are entrusted to us for the glory of God and for helping 
others. According to God’s plan, Christians should contribute of their means cheerfully, regularly, systematically, 
proportionately, and liberally for the advancement of God’s Kingdom on earth. While not giving for the purpose of 
receiving, believers recognize that it is impossible to out-give God. 

We believe in the practice of tithing for the support of Christ’s Body, the church (the storehouse), and one’s spiritual 
teachers and leaders, as God’s Word outlines. This standard of stewardship and generosity is the beginning point 
when Jesus Christ is the driving purpose of one’s life. Generosity and offerings above and beyond will follow as one 
becomes more like Jesus, the ultimate Giver. We believe His purpose compels the church to be generous and known 
for its generosity as was the early church. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%201.23-25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2017.17-19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%204.38
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%204.38
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.5-7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%202.14-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%202.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%201.23-25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ephesians%202.8-10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%202.14-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.11-16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.11-16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%205.12-14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hebrews%2013.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim%203.1-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Timothy%205.22
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Sam%2013.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%201.5-9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%201.28-29
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2020.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%205.2-4
https://blackhawkministries.org/our-foundational-documents/resource-library/
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Scripture References: Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-35; 20:35; Malachi 3:7-12; Mark 12:43-44; Luke 
11:42; 2 Corinthians 8:1-9-15; 1 Timothy 5:17-18; Philippians 4:14-20; 1 Corinthians 9:1-14 

See also: Additional Scripture references and further resources in our Resource Library 

THE SPIRITUAL REALM 
We believe spiritual warfare is real. The Bible is filled from Genesis to Revelation with the reality that there is a real, 
non-physical realm in existence and that there is a war between Satan and the kingdom of God. Few will debate the 
reality of the battle of good vs evil in this world, therefore addressing spiritual warfare, angels, Satan, and demons 
from a biblical perspective is crucial for church leaders. 

At Blackhawk Ministries, we believe: 

 Angels, Satan and demons were originally created by God to worship him. 
 Angels were created as holy, non-human beings for service according to God’s purpose and at His calling. They 

are not God, nor do they have the universal powerful presence and characteristics reserved for God. 
 In pursuit of power outside of God’s authority, the Devil/Satan and other fallen angels/demons rebelled against 

God and are in direct battle against the Kingdom of God and us as His followers. 
 A believer in Jesus Christ, living with the Spirit of God within them, can be influenced, tempted, and be the 

subject of the enemy’s offensive actions but cannot be demon-possessed. 
 Those who aren’t followers of Christ do not have the presence of the Holy Spirit within them and are therefore 

open to demons taking up residence in their life. This is often described in scripture and life as being demon-
possessed. 

 Satan and his realm are subject to God’s power and the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Scripture References: James 4:7-8; 1 Peter 5:8-10; Ephesians 6:10-20; 2 Corinthians 11:14; 1 
John 5:18-21 

See also: Additional Scripture references and further resources in our Resource Library 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.44-45
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%204.32-35
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2020.35
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal%203.7-12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2012.43-44
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2011.42
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2011.42
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%208.1-9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim%205.17-18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%204.14-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%209.1-14
https://blackhawkministries.org/our-foundational-documents/resource-library/
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%204.7-8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%205.8-10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%206.10-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%2011.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%205.18-21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%205.18-21
https://blackhawkministries.org/our-foundational-documents/resource-library/


 
 
 

Blackhawk Ministries 
Constitution and Bylaws 
Our Constitution and Bylaws are the legally required governance documents that guide our stewardship of operations 
at Blackhawk Ministries. These governing policies, procedures, and parameters provide clarity and definitions that 
compel us to operate our ministries with integrity, excellence, and accountability. These guidelines are also provided 
to offer protection from outside influences the enemy wants to use against Christ’s church. 

CHURCH NAME 
The legal name of the church is Blackhawk Baptist Church, Inc. of Fort Wayne, Allen County, Indiana. It operates 
under the assumed name of "Blackhawk Ministries." 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 

A. ADMISSION OF MEMBERS 

1. Any person who professes faith in Christ, has been baptized by immersion after conversion, supports the church’s 
views outlined in the document titled “Statement of Faith,” and completes the Elder interview may be received into 
the membership of the church. 

2. Those seeking membership are requested to share their personal testimony with two or more members of the 
current Board of Elders or Council of Elders in a formal membership interview as to their salvation experience and 
baptism (or their willingness to be baptized). 

3. A letter of reference may be forwarded upon request for members desiring to unite with another church. 

B. DISCIPLINE OF MEMBERS 

1. The Board of Elders with the Lead Pastor shall constitute the discipline team of the church. 

2. In case of personal differences between members of the church, the Board of Elders shall recommend that the 
parties endeavor to settle their differences consistent with Biblical truth. Differences that cannot be settled between 
individuals may, with the agreement of both parties, request binding arbitration from the Board of Elders who will 
select three Elders to hear and render a judgment. 

3. Matters pertaining to alleged unrepentant sin that cannot be resolved as outlined in Matthew 18:15-17 may be 
brought to the attention of one of the Elders or Pastors for direction and/or handling by the Board of Elders. If 
reconciliation and restoration cannot be obtained, the Board of Elders may by majority vote privately or publicly 
remove unrepentant members from the membership of the church. 

4. The Board of Elders is directed to move prayerfully and promptly in the safeguarding of the purity and peace of 
the church when anyone is obstructing the work of the church in any way. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2018.15-17
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5. Members previously removed from membership may be restored to membership upon recommendation of the 
Board of Elders after such members have given to them a satisfactory explanation or acceptable evidence of honest 
repentance and confession. 

CHURCH MEETINGS 

A. CHURCH MEETINGS 

1. The fiscal year of this church shall close on the last day of June. 

2. The affirmation by the church of the next year’s annual budget, of Deacons already appointed by the Board of 
Elders, and Elders nominated to the Board of Elders shall take place at the annual meeting. The annual meeting shall 
be held on a Sunday thirty to fifty days prior to the close of the fiscal year. The specific Sunday is to be determined 
by the Board of Elders and announced to the congregation on the two preceding Sundays. New Elders assume office 
the first Sunday of the fiscal year. 

3. Church business may be conducted at any time when the church meets. Major business (including affirmation of 
Deacons, Elders and annual budget) shall have previous announcement on the two preceding Sundays before the 
date of any meeting. 

4. A quorum consisting of 100 active resident members at least 18 years of age is required to conduct business at 
church meetings. 

B. BOARD OF ELDER MEETINGS 

1. Meetings are held no less than once a month, and additional meetings may be held depending on the need to do 
so. 

2. Only Elders who are currently serving on the Board of Elders can introduce and vote on motions. 

3. Church members who wish to attend a Board of Elder meeting may do so upon request, however, they may be 
dismissed during discussion of confidential issues. In addition, individuals may be invited to attend and participate 
depending on the need. 

CHURCH ORGANIZATION 

A. LEADERSHIP 

Christ is the Head of the church and Scripture provides guidance on the various roles necessary for church 
organization. We believe Scripture teaches that the roles of Elder/Pastor are reserved for men within the church 
leadership structure (1 Timothy 3:1-16 and Titus 1:1-16). We also believe that women are gifted to lead within the 
church body and are free to do so under the authority of the roles of Elder/Pastor as God has designed. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim%203.1-16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%201.1-16
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B. POSITIONS 

Listed below are various positions currently in use with a brief summary explanation that, while not all-inclusive, will 
provide clarity concerning leadership at Blackhawk Ministries. 

• Elder: This is a man who is vetted by the Board of Elders and affirmed by the congregation to serve on the Board of 
Elders and, along with the Lead Pastor, to provide oversight and protection of the church. Individuals serving on the 
Board of Elders may also be selected to serve as Corporation officers (see information below under Elder 
responsibilities for additional details). Only those serving on the Board of Elders can introduce and vote on motions 
pertaining to church business. 

• Lead Pastor: This is a man who serves as an Elder and who is elected by the congregation to provide leadership 
that includes overseeing the day-to-day operational responsibilities for all ministries within the church. 

• Executive Director: This is an individual who reports to the Lead Pastor and provides administrative leadership for 
associate pastors and other staff members under oversight by the Lead Pastor. 

• Associate Pastor: This is a man who is hired or volunteers to serve for a specific area of responsibility. Typically, 
this position reports to the Lead Pastor or Executive Director and may oversee other staff or volunteers. 

• Director, Other Staff: This is an individual who is hired or volunteers to serve in a specific area of ministry 
responsibility. Typically, this position reports to the Executive Director or one of the Associate Pastors or their 
designee and may include responsibility over other staff or volunteers. 

• Deacon, Deaconess: This is an individual who is appointed by the Board of Elders to a position of responsibility for 
a Life Group or a specific ministry that includes the shepherding of other individuals. 

• Council of Elders: This is a man who previously served on the Board of Elders who commits annually to provide 
direct and indirect support to the current Board of Elders. 

• Board of Elders Chairman: 
This is an Elder currently serving on the Board of Elders who is elected annually by the Board of Elders to serve as 
Chairman. 

• Corporation Trustee/Officer (State of Indiana requirement): 
This is a Pastor and/or Elder currently serving on the Board of Elders who is identified by the Lead Pastor and the 
Board of Elders chairman and approved by the Board of Elders based on abilities to serve in specific functions (i.e., 
president, treasurer, secretary, School Board Chairman, etc.). These men are responsible for their specific 
assignments and along with the Lead Pastor are accountable for: 
- Handling of all legal and financial matters of the church as directed by the Board of Elders. 
- Preparing and submitting a proposed annual budget to the congregation for affirmation as directed by the Board of 
Elders. 
- Establishing the Board of Elders meeting agenda. 

Note: 
All Elder positions are subject to self-examination and review by fellow Elders to ensure they meet the requirements set 
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forth in the New Testament (I Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:5-9). The positions of Deacon, Deaconess, and other appointed 
leaders as well as Staff functions are subject to self-examination and review by those responsible for appointing them to 
ensure they meet the requirements set forth in the New Testament (Luke 22:25-26, Acts 6:1-4, and I Timothy 3:8-13). 

OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH 

A. BOARD OF ELDERS 

1. The qualifications for Elder shall be as set forth in the New Testament (I Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:5-9). 

2. Members of the Board of Elders shall serve as the Trustees of the church and as the Directors of the Corporation. 
At the beginning of each fiscal year, the Elders shall be responsible for appointing the Corporation officers. The 
officers shall include, but not necessarily be limited to, the president, treasurer, and secretary. Only men who are 
either Elders or staff members responsible for specific functions (i.e., financial matters) are eligible to be Corporation 
officers. 

3. The Corporation Officers and Elders shall be responsible for the handling of all legal and financial matters of the 
church. They shall prepare and submit a proposed annual budget to the congregation two weeks in advance of the 
annual meeting. Affirmation by a simple majority of members present at the annual meeting shall be required for 
approval of the annual budget. Together with the Lead Pastor the Elders and Staff shall be responsible for operating 
the church business within the approved budget. They may, if desired, present revised budgets at any time 
throughout the year. 

4. Affirmation by a simple majority of members present at the annual meeting shall be required for approval of the 
individual(s) submitted by the current Board of Elders to serve as an Elder. Their term(s) shall be three years. An Elder 
may serve two consecutive terms before being required to cycle off the Board of Elders for a minimum of one year. 
As an exception, a man who fills a partial term of one (1) year or less may serve two additional three (3) year terms. 
The minimum number of Elders shall be seven (including the Lead Pastor) with the maximum number determined by 
the Board of Elders based on church membership, attendance, and ministry requirements. 

5. The Board of Elders collectively are responsible for monitoring the spiritual health of the congregation, protecting 
doctrinal purity, and guiding the church vision to remain connected to its mission. In addition it shall be the duty of 
the Board of Elders to: (1) prepare the elements and table for the Lord's Supper and assist in serving the same; (2) 
assist the Pastors in administering Baptism and in the spiritual supervision of the church; (3) together with the 
Pastors to carefully examine all candidates for church membership, recommending such as they consider eligible for 
the church for membership; (4) together with the Lead Pastor have charge of all matters of discipline of members; (5) 
lead the church in the Pastor's absence. 

6. A quorum of one member more than half of the members of the Board of Elders is necessary to conduct business. 
A record of the Board of Elders meetings shall be maintained and available for review upon request of members. 

7. The authorization of any non-budgeted financial transaction of $25,000 or more must be approved by the Board 
of Elders prior to expenditure by the Lead Pastor or his staff. Authorization of any non-budgeted expense that the 
Elders consider significant shall require church action. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim%203.1-7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%201.5-9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2022.25-26
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%206.1-4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim%203.8-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim%203.1-7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%201.5-9
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8. At the first Board of Elders meeting following the Annual Meeting, the Elders shall choose one of the Elders to act 
as chairman. The chairman shall take charge of the Elders meetings in the absence of or as directed by the Lead 
Pastor. The chairman must be elected every year, but he may serve as many consecutive terms as his office allows. 

9. The Board of Elders has final authority in all matters pertaining to church function, operation, and policy except for 
specific authority that remains in the active church membership as identified in this document. 

10. The Board of Elders may review and act by majority vote to privately or publicly suspend or remove an Elder at 
any time the conduct or circumstances of an Elder is such that they cannot fulfill their responsibilities. 

B. SELECTION AND AFFIRMATION OF ELDERS 

1. At least 10 weeks prior to the annual meeting, the active membership of the church shall be notified that they 
have opportunity to submit their name or that of others to the Board of Elders Chairman or their designee to fill 
vacancies on the Board of Elders. Candidates must be age 21 or older, who were members as of January 1 the prior 
year and who have regularly attended the services of the church during the last year, meet Biblical requirements for 
office, and having expressed their willingness to serve if appointed to the office. 

2. The current Board of Elders will review the submissions received from individuals to determine who is best 
qualified to serve on the Board of Elders and confirm their availability and willingness to serve. Those determined to 
be qualified shall be available for submission to the congregation for affirmation at the annual church business 
meeting. The number of names submitted for affirmation shall not be more than would make a complete complement 
of Elders. 

3. No paid employee outside of the Lead Pastor may serve as an Elder on the Board of Elders. 

4. If a vacancy occurs on the Board of Elders at any time other than the scheduled annual affirmation time, the Board 
may elect to fill the vacant position(s) using identified candidates previously determined to be qualified and announce 
the individual name(s) to the congregation at a regular church service. 

5. For the sake of church unity, individuals in these positions will be required to confirm their willingness to support 
the views stated in the document titled “Leadership Essentials” prepared for this purpose. 

C. SELECTION AND ELECTION OF THE LEAD PASTOR 

1. The Lead Pastor shall be elected at a special or regular meeting of the church, public notice of such action having 
been given from the pulpit two Sundays immediately preceding the date of the meeting, and 75% of the ballots cast 
shall be necessary for his election. 

2. The Lead Pastor shall continue in office until he resigns, or until his resignation is requested by the Board of Elders 
following their two thirds majority vote required for such. 

3. The Elders shall appoint the search committee and are responsible for all matters pertaining to selecting an 
individual to be presented to the congregation for election as the Lead Pastor. This committee is entrusted to ensure 
any candidate’s willingness to support what is stated in the documents titled “Statement of Faith” and “Leadership 
Essentials.” 
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CHURCH LEADERS, TEACHERS, AND SUBSIDIARY ORGANIZATIONS 

A. CHURCH LEADERS AND TEACHERS 

1. Positions responsible for leadership, shepherding, or teaching of others will be required to confirm their support 
for what is stated in the documents titled “Statement of Faith” and “Leadership Essentials” prepared for this purpose. 
Church membership is considered a requirement for such positions, although this requirement may be waived for 
those holding temporary positions or supporting roles. 

2. Those positions not otherwise identified in this document may be filled by appointment via the various staff 
processes under the Lead Pastor. In addition to the specific functional requirements, the qualification of candidates is 
also based on Luke 22:25-26, Acts 6:1-4, and I Timothy 3:8-13. An opportunity for review by the Board of Elders is 
to be initiated should there be any concerns about qualifications and/or membership requirements. 

B. BLACKHAWK CHRISTIAN SCHOOL AND OTHER SUBSIDIARY ORGANIZATIONS 

1. No individual involved with Blackhawk Christian School or any other subsidiary organization of this church shall 
teach or promote any practice or policy contrary to what is stated in the document titled “Leadership Essentials” or 
any other foundational documents of the church itself and must be aligned under the Lead Pastor or one of the staff 
and/or management positions reporting to the Lead Pastor. 

2. All regular officers of, or individuals of, subsidiary organizations shall abide by the same guidelines as church 
leaders and teachers. 

DOCUMENT AMENDMENTS AND REVISION RECORD 

A. AMENDMENTS 

This document may be amended at a regular business meeting by a two-thirds majority vote of the members present, 
provided notice of proposed amendment shall have been given in writing at a previous regular business meeting or in 
the church bulletin and announced to the congregation on the two preceding Sundays. 

B. REVISION RECORD 

Amendment Dates: 
October 1976, December 1980, February 1982, February 1984, October 1985, July 1986, November 1987, 
February 1988, February 1992, May 1992, May 2006, and May 2020. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2022.25-26
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%206.1-4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim%203.8-13
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